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ingit again, was found to have loft one dram, tf grains. 

Dec. 3, Mr. Arthur Bayly, one of the Fellows of the g. 
Society, prefented them with a piece of this Linnen in the 
name of Mr. Waite. At the fame time, the fame Mr. 
Bayly prelented Dr. Blot with another piece of it, which 
being brought to Oxford the Experiment was again re¬ 
peated on it [Dec. 16.) it being put into a ftrong Char¬ 
coal f re in the Natural Hijlory School , in a full meeting 
of the Philofophical Society of that Vniverfty j where after 
it had continued red hot for fome conliderable time, it 
was taken forth again little altered when cold, faving 
that it feeined a li ttle whiter -and cleaner than before it 
was put in s as appears upon the Journal of that Society. 
Concerning which. Dr. Plot , being defired to offer his 
thoughts, drew up the following Difcours, which was read 
"before the laid Society,June the 23 d An. 168 y. 


A Difcourfe concerning the Incombuftible Cloth el¬ 
bow mentioned ; Addrefstin at Letter to Mr. Ar¬ 
thur Bayly Merchant, WFellow oftheR. Socie¬ 
ty s and to Mr • Nicholas Waite, Merchant of Lon¬ 
don ; by Rob. Plot. LL- D . 


Worthy Gentlemen. 

^ H E Hiftorical account of the incomhuftible Linnen 
JL Cloth above mention'd, being lent me by the one of 
\ ou i and a noble prelent made me of part of it by the 
other i with a delire from both, that I would fearch the old 
Authors and fee how agreeable their relations are to thbs\ 
give you Both .a juft right to the following Dilcourle • 
which I delire you would believe I addrels to you, not fo 
much out of Complement, as true ,gratitude for fo valuable 
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a gift. It being efteemed by the Ancients , though then 
more common, and perhaps better known, then tis yet 
amongftus, equally pretious with the beft of Pearls*. 

Nor is it now of mean value even in the Country where 
made, a China Covet, ( i. e. apiece 23 inches and | long,) 
being worth 80 Tale i. e. $<s 11> . ij*. 4 d . But that, which 
muchenhanfed its worth with me, was, that hereby you 
put me in a capacity of giving full fatisfa&ion to this fa¬ 
mous Vniver/ity of the reality of the thing,-'whereof, I 
cannot blame them, if fome did doubt j fince we find 
very good Authors to have done the fame: who though 
they owned fuch a mi neral as Amiantus , out of the woolly 
part whereof this fort of Linnen was always anciently laid 
to be made, yet quqftioned the poflibility of its having 
been actually done: Dalecampius holding it very incre¬ 
dible, that it Ihould be woven into cloth , by realon of its 
brevity b and Scbildius in his Commentary upon Suetonius 
abfolutely denying it. Multi faljo fibi Linteum quoddam 
ex ingenio fuo comminifcuntur , being his very words 0 . 
Xuerius Boxhornius does not indeed deny but that there 
might be fuch Linnen amongft the Indians, where the ma¬ 
terials of it grow; of which they might make them fune¬ 
ral Jhrouds wherein to enwrap the bodys of their Princes 
(as they fay the ancient manner wasj and fo preferve 
their Ajbes diftind from thofe of the Pyra in which they 
were burnt: but he is peremptory that the Romans never 
ufed any fuch d 5 and fo is Ifaac Cajaubon e . The truth 
whereof I fhall not difpute : but whether they did or no, 

I am lure they might, had they pleafed,- for Pliny fays 
exprefsly (and I dare believe him in any thing he Ipeaks 
of his own knowledge) that he himfelf had feen Napkins 
thereof, which being taken foul from the board at a 
great feaft, were caft into the fire, by which means they 
were better fcoured, and looked fairer and cleaner, then 

3 C Plinii a?; Nac. Hi ft. Lib. 19 . c. i. b Jac. Dalecannpii not* in locum fupra cftat. 
c. Joh. Schildii nothin C-Sue*.Tranq. Lib. a. d M. Xuerii Boxhornii Queft. Rom. Qu*ft. 
e If. Cafaub not* in Suet. Lib. a. p. 186 . 
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if they had been wafh’t in water*. Now if they had 
fuch Napkins , they might no queftion have had Jbeets of 
it too, and pat them to the ufe above mention’d had 
they thought it expedient, as, 'tis laid in the Letter 
above, the Tartarian Princes , and others adjoyning, doe 
at this very day. 

That this Linnen was very well known to the Ancients, 
befide that of Pliny , we have the further teltimony of 
Cali us phodigtnus, who agrees with the Letter , placing 
both the materials and manufacture of it in India z-, and 
Paulus Venetus more particularly in Tartary, the Empe- 
rour whereof, he fays, fent a piece of it to Pope Alex¬ 
ander'*. It is alfo..mention’d- by Varro ; and Turnebus in 
his Commentary upon him, deLingua Lat K And by all 
of them as a thing inconlumable by fire. In thefe latter 
ages: Geo. Agricola tells us, that there was a. Mantle of 
this Linnen at Vereburg in Saxony k ,• and Simon Majolus 
fays, he faw another of it at Lovain expofed to the fire'. 
Salmutb alfo acquaints us that one Podocattarus a Cyprian 
Kiiight fhewed it publickly at Venice, throwing it into 
tYiefire without fcruple or hurt m ; and Mr. Lajjells faw 
a piece of it in the curious Cabinet of Manfred Sept alia. 
Canon of Milan*. Mr. Pay waslhewed a purfe of it by 
the Prince Pal at in at Heidie berg, which he faw put into 
a pan of burning Charcoal till it was throughly ignite, 
which when taken out and cool, he could not perceive 
had receiv’d any harm ° j and we are told in the Burgun¬ 
dian Philofophy ,of along Rope of it,fent from Stgnior Bocco- 
ni to the French I<fng & kept by Monfieur Marchand in the 
Kings gardens at Paris, which though fteeped in oyle&c^xxt 
in th cfre, is not confumed p . To which add,that we have 
now feen apiece o£this> Linnen,gals the fierry triall both at 


, C Phnn Sib. \ 9 cap; i g Caelfi Rhodigini Le&ionum Antfq. Lib. iS. cap \ b M 
\ u i l ; Vfn ^» deRfgionibusOrientalib. Lib. t.cap. 47. i Andr. Turnebi Comment, in Varr’ 
ra : LingMa Lat. \ Geo. Agricolx de narura Fofiilium Lib. y. I Sim, Maioli dierum Canietil par* 
T coitoq zc. m Hen Salmutb in Pancirolli rer. deperdic. Tit. 4. n Kich. LafTeJs Voyage into Italy 
• arr. i» 3. Ray iOoferv;«. Topograph. &c. pap. 83. p Fhilofoph.Eur^und. Tom. c. Tract.. 
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LondonfoOxfordSothat itfeems to have been known in all 
ages, all defcribing it after the fame manner, as a thing 
fo infuperable by fire, that it only cleanfes and makes it 
better. 

It being clear then beyond controverfy, that there 
always was, and now is fuch incombufiible Linnen; itean- 
not but be worth while to confider it nicely, and in its 
full extent, which I Ihall doe firft in giving fome ac¬ 
count of the notation of the Nantes of the lanuginous mi¬ 
neral of which ‘tis made, and the places where found,. 
2. of its natural principles. 3 . of the manufacture of it in¬ 
to thread cloth, &c. 4. of the variety of ufes it has been 
put to. and f. of the reafon why incombufiible. And of 
all thefe with as much brevity, as perfpicuity will admit 
of. Firft then as to the notation of its Names whereof it 
has many, taken from its qualities, colour, texture, and 
places where found j It is called firft (from its ftrange 
qualities') fometimes Amiantus, quod in ignem injeHus non 
fjtbaJvZTUJy the fire being fo far from defleing it, that it ra¬ 
ther gives it a luftre. 2. It is call’d Asbefios. and 3 .Sala- 
mandra, in Englifh Salamanders wool } I fuppofe from 
the thryallides or Candle-Wieks faid to be anciently made 
of it, which being put into Lamps of fuch tnconfumable 
eyl, as is mention'd in the Letter, would never waft, or 
goeout; which I take to be the true reafon of the impo- 
fitionof thefe Names upon it, whether there ever wera 
any fuch Lamps or noe. For as for the ftone Asbefios or 
Apfyftos mention d by Solinus q , Ifodore r , Salmafius f , and 
JMaiolus c , found in Arcadia of an Iron-colour, which they 
all fay it once heated, can never be extinguijh't or cooled 
againj it^nuft be a quite different thing from ours, then 
which nothing is extinguijh’t, or cooled fooner. Nay fo 
far is it from being the fame with our Asbefios, that 

9 Julii Sol ini Polyhift. Cap. n. r IfodorEpife, Hifpal. Orig. Lib. 1 6. Cap. 4. /Cl. Sil- 
snafii Exercitat. plm, ia C. JuL Solini-Polyhift. t Sira. Colloq. Fhyf. admirand. Col- 
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ftri&ly fpeaking, I dare boldly fay, there was never any 
fuch thing in nature: NotwithftandingwhatMe^/;r«/- 
tes tells us pf it, relating to St. George the Megalo-Mar - 
tyri Patron of the Englijb ; who being condemned to be 
burnt by his wicked perfecutors, that had feen many mi¬ 
racles done in the name of Cbrijl, fearing the virtue of 
that Name might extinguifh the common fire , Asbefio lapide 
Santtum obruerunt , cover’d him all over with Asbejlos 
ftones which they thought could never be extinguiih't u . 
For I guefs with Bollandus it was nothing elfe but Calx 
viva™; or unjlabed Lime, which kept dry will indeed re¬ 
tain its fiery particles for a long feafon ; or elfe fome 
fuch ftone as the Afy&ot of Pliny which once heated will 
hold fo for a week x ; like the Ruggi ola's of Spain (which 
are broad plates, like tiles, cut out of a Mountain of red 
Salt near Cardona) that being heated on both fides will 
keep warm for a whole natural day y ,• or our Cornijh 
warming ftone which will hold heat for 8 or io hours; 
All, or any of which, per Synecdocben partis , may in fome 
fenfe be call'd Asbejlos well enough. Yet JJodore and 
JMaiolus both tell us of a Lamp that hung fomewhere in 
a Temple of Venus , that had a wiek of fuch Asbejlos, that 
no tempeft either of Wind or water could poflibly extin- 
guilh 2 j and we are told that the Lamp found in the tomb 
of Pallas the Arcadian flain by Turnus in the Trojan War, 
was of this kind, it remaining burning after it was taken 
forth, notwithftanding either wind or water, with which 
fome did endeavour to quench it a . Which Hijlories mult 
either be falfe, or the Lamps mult ha veWieks of fome 
different kind of Asbejlos from ours ; which is eafily ex - 
tinguijht ; and from a pungent quality Agricola fays it has 
on the tongue without ajtringency, is otherwife call’d 
Alumen b , having the diftinguilhing Epithet \_plumeum ] 

u Sim. Meta phraftes in Encomio Sti. Georgii apud Lipoman. Tom. 7'. in Apr. xj. no Bollan- 
dus in a&a San&otum. Apr. 13. x. x C. Plinii 1^. Nat. Hift. Lib. 37. cap. io,yFr.willagh- 
ky s Voyage through Spain, p.471. ^Ifidor. Epifc. Hifpal.Orig. Lib. 16. cap. 4. Sim. Maio- 
lt colloq. Phyf. admirand. colloq. 18. a Fortun. Liceti. de Lucern. Lib. cap. 1 u b Geo. Agri- 
cola de Natura poflilium Lib. 
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added to it, taken from its downy filaments, to difcti- 
minate it from all the reft of the Alums. 

From the light gray colour of its lanuginous parts, it is 
cal Id by fome Folia ; by others Cor/aides ; and from its 
likeneis to the hoary fibres of fome fort of Mat meed, Spar- 
topolia c . From the capacity it has of being fpun into 
thred, it is alfo calld Linum , with fome diftinguiftiing 
Epithet taken either from its quality, fuch as asbejtinum, 
or vivum d ; or from the place where found, in general 
or particular .* it being calld in general Linum, fojjile j 
in Englijh, Earth-flax and in particular Linum Indicum by 
Geelius Rhodiginus e ; Linum Creticum by Strabo f; Linum 
Cyprium by Pancirollus s j alfo Carpafium by Plutarch and 
PJjodiginus, It om Carp afia a City in Cyprus, near which 
it is found h ; and Linum Caryjlium, hyPaufanias from a 
Town of that name in Negropont where it was alfo 
dugg k . But befide thefe places that have given Epithet* 
to the thred madeofit, it is alfo found in Tartary, as M. 
Paulus Venetus i and Mr. Waite agree; and as Agricola 
informs us, at Namur in theLon-Countries - at Eisfi Id in 
'Thuringia-, amongft the mines in the old Noricum j 
fome where in AEgypt , and in the mountains of Arcadia m ; 
Alfo at Puteoli as John Hejfus acquaints “; and lately in 
fome mines in Italy by Stgnior Marco Antonio Cafiagna 
To which we may add our own Country, it having been- 
yet Iatelyer met with in a fmall //Zand belonging to Wil-> 
Ham Ppbinfon Efq ; Called Tnis Molromadi. e. the Ifland 
olSea-calves, in the parilh of LLan-Fair yng Flornwy in 
Anglefiey in Wales. 

Secondly as to the natural principles of it, though it be 
commonly by the Lithographers reckon’d among flones, 

I rather Ihould judg it a terra lapidofa or middle fubftance 

c Ibidem. dC. Plinil • Nat. Hid. Lif». rp„ cap. i. e Gael. Rhodigini Led. antiq. Lib. 1$. 
«ap. ju /Scrabonis rer -Geggrapb. Lib io > gbG.uid. Pancirolli rer depcrdic. Tic. 4.. jb CssL 
Rhodigini Le&ion Antiq Lib. 14. cap. 18',. j^Yid. Geo. AgricoIs.de Nat..Foffil'. Lib. 7. /Mar 
P^uli Venet. 46 ‘Reg on b. Oriental. Lib. r cap. 47. m-Qeo* Agricoi Ibid. n pCL Andr. Marthio- 
U Epift. Lib. 3. 4 piuiofoph, Tuafaft. Numb. U6. 71* 
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between a ftone and an earth ; but whether the one or 
the other,made of a mixture (l guels) offomeiW^or o- 
ther, and a pure earth without Sulphur , coagulated in the 
winter, and harden’d to perfection by the heats in Sum¬ 
mer. Which Salt Johannes Heffiis proves by a very co¬ 
gent argument to be Ahmen liquidum , describing it, as 
Matt bio [us allodoesp, to be a i vhitijh lahleous JubJlance 
fomewhat inclining to yellow , that fweats out of the earth, 
and fmells like gotten cheefe : whereof having gather’d a 
quantity at Puteoli, together with the other Species % of 
Alum, and kept if a while by him, when he came to 
look on it again, he found it to have loft the fmell, and 
a great part of it changed into Alumen Plumeum^ : the 
Saline part (I fuppofe) ihooting into threds, and the pure 
earth uniting them, as found in the places wherever gene¬ 
rated; whether fweating from the earth as Pliny and Mat- 
thiolus would have it r j or percolated through rocks, as 
we find it in Wales, the veins of it there running through 
a rock of ftone in hardnefs and colour not unlike flint . f . 
And yet it feems to be made of much fuch an Alum as that 
of John Heffus at Puteoli was, fome of it being flraw- 
colour'd, as if it ftill retain’d the yellownefs that his liquid 
bitumen was faid to have : which is a colour not given it 
by any Author, moft of it being faid to be white or ciner¬ 
eous j fome ofit reds and fome of an Iron colour as Agri¬ 
cola tolls us 1 i and I have fome of the Cyprian by me lent 
from Aleppoby myworthy friend Dr. Rob. Huntington 
now Provofi of 'Trin. Coll. Dublin whereof fome is of a 
light bleiy or pearl-colour ■, and fome ofit ha’s a caff of 
Sea-green . But however the whole mineral fubftances 
found at feveral places may differ in colour; yet I doe 
not find but the woolly part of them all feems to be much 
the fame, vi^. of a white Silver colour, the threds very fine 

p And. Matthioli Comment, in Lib. y. Difcor. cap, 82. q Andr. Mattbioli Epiftol.Lib. 3. rC. 
Plinii i 1 '. Nat. Hift. Lib. 3y.cap. iy. 8c Andr. Matthioli Comment. in Lib. 5. Diofcor. cap. 8a. 

/ Philofoph. Tranfatt. Numb. t Geo. Agricolac de Nat. FofiU- L. 5. 
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and /lender, yet very ponderous, thefmalleft particles of 
them throughly wet, finking in ivoter s as I alfo found a 
very {lender thrumm of the Incombufitble Linnen given 
me by Mr. Baily; which Mr. Waite brought from India, 
would alfo doe: which renders it very probable that it 
is not a vegetable, but a mineral fubjlance, notwithftand- 
ing the informations of Conco and Jfeay-arear Supradana 
mention’d in Mr. Waites Letter. I lay, renders it pro¬ 
bable, there being leveral woods, fuch as Box, red-wood, 
Perfian wood, u &c. that will fink in water. 

Concerning the manufacture of it into tbred, cloth, &c. 
our Letter is filent, but Marcus Paulas Venetus very lueki- 
ly fupplyes this defeat, acquainting us in his book de 
Regionibus Orientalibus, how, it is made in Tart ary it 
felf: where he fays it is found in a certain mountain in 
the province of Chinchinthalas, and made into cloth, as 
he was inform'd by one Curficar a who was Superin¬ 
tendent of the Mines in that Country, after this manner. 
The Lanuginous mineral or Amianthus being firft dryed in 
the Sun , is next pounded in a brafs mortar, and the 
partfeparated from the woolly, which is afterward 
wajht from all filth whatever that may yet ftick to it, 
and fo, being thus purged, is then Jpun into thred like o- 
ther wool, and after wove into cloth: which if foul or 
fpotted, they cleanfe, he lays, by throwing it into the fire 
for an hours time, whence it will come forth unhurt, as 
white as Show w . Which very Method fas Strabo pre- 
fcribes it) feems alfo to have been ufed in ordering the 
Cretan Amiantus, only with this addition, that after it 
was pounded, and th o earthy part fliookfrom the wooly, 
hefays'twas comb'd, and fo does Agricola, which argues 
there was fome of a greater length than any I have yet 
feen x ; what the Cretan might be I cannot tell, but the 
Cyprian. I am fure is lliort enough, fo is the Weljh, and fo 

u Philofoph. Trcnfa&- Numb, t 69. b? Mar, Pauli Veneti de Pegionibus Orientalibus 
Xib s. cap. 47. x S'.rStbomsTCr.GePgraph, J^ib* io.$c£eo« ilgricolffdc Nat. Foffil. Lib. 7. 
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was all that was known in Pliny's time, who confeftes it 
was very difficult to weave by reafon of its Jhortnefr, dif¬ 
ficile textu propter brevitatemi: infomuch that I guefs 
they ufed fome Art to effedt it, not difcover'd by Authors , 
fpininng it perhaps firft together with Tow, and fb weav¬ 
ing it into cloth, by which means ’tis likely it might hang 
together after twas woven, the tow being burnt away u- 
pon the firft expofing it to the fiery triads or elfeif they 
fpun it alone, perhaps they might moiften it with Gum- 
water, or fome other fuch glutinous liquor, to make it 
hang the better together,during the [pinning and working 
it into cloth, which though burnt away upon the firft ex¬ 
periment, yet the Amiantus once woven, in all probabili¬ 
ty might then hang together well enough of it 
felf. 

Thus having{hewn the Metbodhovr anciently, and how 
poffibly this mineral may be fpun into thred, and confe- 
quently work’t into cloth in our Age : let us next' confider 
to what ufes it ever was, or may be put. As to the for¬ 
mer whereof Pliny informs us, that Shrouds of this Linnen 
were anciently ufed, at the Toy a l Obfequies of to 

wrap up their Corps in, fo as that the ajhes of their bodies 
might be preferved diftindt from thofe of the wood which 
made th& funeral Pile $ and tht Letter acquaints us that 
the Princes of Tart ary, as ay far ear Sukradana was cre¬ 
dibly informed, doe life fuch at this day for burning their 
dead : which I have had fo well confirmed from other 
hands fince my receipt of that Letter, that I have little 
reafon to doubt of the thing; there being no incapacity 
on the part of the cloth : of which though, as the Letter 
fays. Tome is not fo^odi as the reft'i as ’tis in molt other 
commodity x) yet I doe not find there is any fo bad, but will 
fofar refift the fire , as to perform this office for though 
k muft be acknowledged it does diminijh every time it ua» 

T CPUpii N, Hi Lib, i>cap. 
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dergoes the violence oEth&fire-, yet this hinders,-not but. 
it may, and will, doe that Service dj.vcrs.tune&, before it 
be renderd altogether ufelefs. Ccelius Calcagnanus fays, 
that fome of the Ancients made them cloths of it 2 ; with 
whom agrees Turnebus in his Commentary upon farrows 
-and Callus phodiginus tells.us indefinitiy that the Indians 
did make them Garments o fit b ; but. Hi erodes reftrains 
it to the Brachmans only e . The Wields for the Perpetual 
Lamps of the Ancients were alfo made of this, asthe fame 
Jfihodiginus further acquaints us; the Wiel ^ of the golden 
Lamp of Callimachus that hung'in Acropoli being made 
fas he fays) e Lino C.arpajio, of which the . fire had no 
power d . The Emperor Confiantin alfo, as Damafius in¬ 
forms us, appointed a JVieppo be made of this incombufi- 
tibleflax,. which fhould perpetually burn in his Baptijlery 
a t l{ome e . And Ludov. Fives bears us Witnefs, that he 
faw many of thefe in Lamps, at Paris , that would, never 
confume h . That Napkins, Mantles, a Purfe and Rope 
have been made of it, has been fiiewn already? and we 
are told that Sept alia, Canon of Millan had thred, roaps, 
net-works, and Paper of it 1 . Marco Antonio. Cafiagna, 
who lately found this mineral fomewhere in Italy, knows 
how to prepare, and render it fo tradable and foft, 
that it refembles well enough a.very fine Lambs-Skin, 
which he can thicken and make thin to what degree he 
pieafeth, and maketh. it thereby, like either to a very 
white Skin, or a very white Paper We have alfo made 
paper of our JVelJh Amiantus but lately here at Oxford, 
which will bear both .fire and Ink, well enough, the Ink 
only turning red by the violence of the fire K 

Laftly, to fhew the reafon whence it iSj that this fub- 

* Caelif cVleagnifii Epidol. Qusft.'Lifc. 3 - Eplft. *. * An*. Turnebj Cmtijnent. inVarr. 

<deLingua Lat. Cadii Rhodfgini Ledion. Anciq. Lib. 18. cap. 3 1 ’' c Vid. CTeo. Agnicolicdc 
Nat. FofT. Lib. 5. d Cselii Rhodigini Lediofi. Antiq. Lib. 14- cap. 18. e Damal. in Sylveltr. 
pap. b Ludov. Vives in Scbolioad L>. AugufL de Civicat. Dei. Lib. 2.1. cap. °. t Mufaruni 
Regalis Sociecat. Part. 3. ch3p, £ Philofoph. Tronfad. Numb, 72 , l Phdofoph. Tranlad. 
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ttantelhouldbefb ftrangely pfiviteg d bf nature, as to 
be whbly put out of the fewer of fire ': we ifluft conlider 
firft (that We doe it with cleataelsj the Qualities and 
fmefxitfire jrfeJEV fe. the condition bfthe' things moit 
lyable to fiie-\ ahd thea i* tobzt tb'irtjrs they are that re- 
fift it molt, 'and remain after it has exercifed its ultimat 
force. The qualities then and power of fire according 
to Ariftotle are* ™ipfyu**, wfkphivfito.opto*** m , tp 

feparat things of ^different,and unite thofe of a like nature . 
2 The Subjects mbit apt to take fire and 'be diflotved 
by it, we find to be filch heterogeneous bodies, in whole 
fores the ttibft Sulphureous bituminous , and. aqueous par¬ 
ticles a.re lodg d j which being feized by fire, are quickly 
put into motion, dilated, depurated, and being thus 
-made capable of flying away, are atiaft: eonfamed j and 
diflolve the frame of thofe bodies whole parts before were 
united by them* When thefe are fled and gone, the fire 
naturally goes out, as having nothing now left to work 
upon, nothing remaining, but the Salts and Earth in the 
form of jjhes : which 3. in all forts of compounds are 
the things that refifi this Element molt, and will remain 
after the moll: exalted operation itcan be forced to. Nor 
doe the dW^ronly of mixt bodies thus baffle the force of 
fire, but the fimple ones much more, as being more homo¬ 
geneous, as we lee in the decrepitation of common Salt, and 
exficcation of Vitriol, which when the aqueous parts are 
once evaporated, are now a pure fimple homogeneous body , 
no nvor efenfible of the fire, the decrepitation cealing, and 
nothing remaining that can be dilated, any further to 
break the corns of Salt. Kow whatever the fire cannot 
dilate, it cannot feparate, nor conleqtieutly dejtroy, or 
carry any thing from it, but what is heterogeneous and 
accidentally adhering to theoutlideof it: which is per¬ 
fectly the cafe of our incombufiible Linnen , whofe threds 

m AsiAgjel. cte Ces&o Lib. 4, cap. 
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being altogether homogeneous, and nothing elfe buc the 
purejlria of liquid Jlum, as was fhewn above, holding no¬ 
thing of Sulphur, bitumen , or water , or any thing that is 
different or heterogeneous to it fell*, .that can be dilate dor 
feparated, it is in no poffibiiity indeed of being lyable td 
th efirei which may indeed.pals through it, as we fee it 
does when ’tis mademfAor , but can carry nothing From 
it; but fuch accidental filth as has been put upon it, or 
accrewed by ufeing. 

And thus Gentlemen I have run through the feverat 
branches laid down above, according to the capacity of 
th zfiubjeil, and my felf; wherein if I have done well, 
you have your defire ; if ill, you fee I have-not fcrupled to 
hazard my reputation, to ferve my Friends fo that I hope 
you willbelieve without a Complement, that I really am. 

Tour mofi humble 
Servant, R. P, 


Short 


